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Proposer ATNS 

SUMMARY 
Brief outline and background of content including: 

• Interest of Proposer ATNS was incorporated in 1993 in terms of the ATNS Company Act, Act 45 of 1993. 
The Act mandates ATNS to provide Air Traffic Management Solutions and associated 
services on 
behalf of the State following ICAO Standards, recommended practice as well as the 
South African 
Regulations and Technical Standards. 

• Status quo As per AIP ENR 3.3-6 

• Recommendation It is recommended that NASCOM: 
a) Approve the withdrawal of 25 conventional ATS routes as detailed in Annexure A; 
b) Approve the temporary retention of A/UA402, A/UA405 and G/UG465 pending 
ICAO regional office consultation and review of AFI-Air Navigation Plan; and 
c) Endorse the reactivation of UL375, UL224 and UL211F as contingency routes 
within the FAJO Oceanic FIR. 
 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 ATNS has conducted a comprehensive periodic review of published en-route procedures (ATS routes, conventional and 
RNAV). The review identified several obsolete conventional ATS routes and following Industry consultation, they were deemed to 
be not operationally required. 

 

1.2 25 conventional ATS routes are proposed to be withdrawn at this stage, while the remaining routes will be 
addressed post-AFI Air Navigation Plan Review Workshop in April 2026. Concurrently, certain previously 
suspended routes (UL375, UL224, UL211F) are required to be reactivated as contingency routes within 
AORRA. 
 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

2.1 Withdrawal of Conventional ATS Routes 

The identified routes (Annexure A) are: 

• Operationally obsolete 

• Not aligned with current traffic demand 

• Superseded by RNAV/PBN route structures 

 

Industry consultation (26 February 2026) confirmed: 

• No objections to withdrawal 

• Recognition that routes are already unused 

• Support for airspace modernisation 
 

 

2.2 Retention of ATS route segments (part of the AFI-regional ATS route network) 

The following routes will be retained on a temporary basis: 

• A/UA402 

• A/UA405 

• G/UG465 
 

These routes: 

• Continue to serve current operational requirements 
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• Are required to maintain network connectivity and continuity 
 

2.3 Reactivation of Contingency Routes (AORRA) 

The following routes will be reactivated: 

• UL375 

• UL224 

• UL211F 

 

The promulgation of the Atlantic Ocean Random Routing Area (AORRA) introduced a flexible, user-preferred 
routing environment within portions of the FAJO oceanic airspace. As a result of this transition, certain 
conventional ATS routes, including UL375, UL224 and UL211F, were indefinitely suspended, as reflected in 
the South African AIP ENR 3.3. 

While AORRA supports improved efficiency and trajectory optimisation under normal operations, it reduces 
reliance on fixed route structures. However, international requirements and best practice necessitate the 
availability of predefined contingency routing structures to ensure continuity of safe operations under 
degraded conditions.  

Reactivation of the routes within the AORRA airspaces is required to support enhancement of the South 
African and SAT (South Atlantic area) ATM contingency plans and enable compliance with PANS-ATM Doc 
4444, Annex 11, CAR 172. 

The reactivated routes will not be used during normal AORRA operations. They will be activated only during 
contingency scenarios as defined in ATM contingency plans and promulgated through appropriate AIP 
publication and NOTAM procedures. Route reactivation will be supported by flight procedure design in line 
with PANS-OPS requirements. 

 

3. ACTIONS PROPOSED* 

 

3.1 It is recommended that NASCOM: 

a) Approve the withdrawal of 25 conventional ATS routes as detailed in Annexure A; 
b) Approve the temporary retention of A/UA402, A/UA405 and G/UG465 pending possible RNAV conversion; and 
c) Endorse the reactivation of UL375, UL224 and UL211F as contingency routes within the FAJO Oceanic FIR. 

 
 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

4.1 The proposed rationalisation and restructuring of ATS routes aligns with modern ATM principles, supports safe transition to 
PBN and will support enhancement of South African contingency planning and enable compliance with PANS-
ATM Doc 4444, Annex 11, CAR 172. 

 

 

*Delete which is not applicable 
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ANNEXURE A 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


